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John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

Jesus gets his first disciples, very young faith, at it's earliest actually and this is his advice. “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples...”

If... you abide...  This is the first clue that something might be wrong with this.  They believe in him, but he is questioning whether they will believe him.  Why does this matter?  Because the demons believed in him, but they didn't believe Him, trusting him.

Possible to Believe 'in' Jesus, but not believe Him.  It is possible to believe he exists, but not believe the things he says about Himself, about you, about your marriage, your dating, your work, your money, your home, your security, your children, your money, your life.

It is critical for us that we not only believe in Jesus, but that we believe Jesus.  And we already know this is true, I don't have to convince you of this.  Many of us have lived Christian lives of frustration, confusion, anger and bitterness.

The passage says to abide in 'his word'.  I would say, “To believe that what he says is true, to live like you believe the story of God.  To abide in his word is to know what Jesus says and then to settle down in live there.  To live and breath in what he says about everything.

When he says in Luke 18 that those who give up their homes for him will be rewarded, do we believe him?  When he says that his burden is light, do we believe him?  We have tried believing in Jesus, but have we tried believing him?

This is where discipleship comes in.  This is a major place where we submit ourselves to one another.  Because it is critical that we surround ourselves with people who will continually tell us God's story.  All throughout the scriptures God reminds his people who he is and of their story, and we are told to do the same.  Paul says to remember who we were and who we are now.

Discipleship takes work.  But through discipleship and believing Jesus we are set free to live more fully human.

Freedom through Discipline. “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Here is one of the first truths that Jesus wants these new converts to know: listen to and believe what I am telling you.  What I am saying will lead you to life and freedom.  And this is one of the first things that many people hear and don't believe.

Many think Jesus is no fun.  He is restricting.  He doesn't know what's best for me.  Many feel like there is more freedom outside of living a Christian life, but the opposite is true.


Do you merely believe in Him or do you believe Him when he says this?

