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Last week we discussed that Jesus brings life to dead things.  But sometimes he waits for them to die first.

How Does Martha Do It?

· By acknowledging her pain and questions.

· Trusting Jesus still. She knows Jesus faithfulness.

· Her trust is for a future resurrection, but Jesus shows her resurrection power that day.

Jesus is the resurrection and the life

· Believe into me & have eternal life.

· Believing eternal life changes your perspective.

· If you only have this life, then you live like this is the only life you have.  You eat, drink and be merry, and then you die like Lazarus.

· If your gonna live this life and then live still through resurrection, then your motives become different, your fears become different, your purpose becomes different.  For the Christian, eternity starts now.

· The challenge for us to to live with this eternity in our minds, rather than with our coming death in our minds.

Paul writes about this in Philippians 3:7-11

· “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”

· Paul writes that he has been highly successful in life and that he has suffered losing everything, and both are rubbish compared to knowing Christ, the resurrection and the life.

· Paul has the gospel in view as a way of knowing the power of the resurrection, of bringing dead things to life

· Paul has his suffering/death in view and trusts in the resurrection from his body to eternal life.

The Cross & Resurrection

· Martha trusts.

· Paul trusts.

· But it is the picture that Jesus is painting for them with this sign that points to the ultimate death and resurrection in Christ Jesus.

· We see through this story that brings dead things to life.

· Living with eternity in mind Martha is able to trust Jesus.

· Living with eternity in mind, Paul endures suffering and trust Jesus.

· Living with eternity in mind through the gospel, we can experience more of Jesus and his life while here.  And experience so much more after this life.

